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that particular kind which occurs in the winter months
on the exposed western coast of Scotland and Ireland.
These are certainly thunder-squalls, which belong to large
cyclones, much developed by mountains. In Prance and
other countries an immense amount of labour has been
expended in tracking thunderstorms, as we have already
mentioned in a preceding chapter. Though the storms
as a whole travel in a north-easterly direction for short
distances, the course of rivers is found to exercise a very
powerful influence both on their path and still more on
their intensity. Forests and hills also modify the
development of thunderstorms to a less extent, so that we
may conveniently consider them all together.

LOCALIZATION OF HAILSTORMS.

But first we may give an example of the actual facts.
Since hail may be considered as the most intense form of
a thunderstorm, we have given in Pig. 59 a reduction of
a chart illustrating the distribution of hail in the French
Department of Loire!

The river Loire will be readily recognized running
across the diagram from right to left, as well as some of
its smaller tributaries. A well-known conventional symbol
marks the limits of the forest of Orleans, while the small,
round points indicate the number of years in which any
commune has been attacked by hail during the thirty
years 1836-1865. The scale of miles shows what a small
area we have to deal with; but see what a difference in
the number of hailstorms. In the town of Orleans, on
the river Loire, sixteen destructive hailstorms have bee&